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(“REACT”) 

 
 
 
Dear ICC Commissioners & Staff -- 
 
This email is submitted on behalf of the Coalition to Request Equitable Allocation of Costs 
Together (“REACT”), a coalition of some of the largest commercial, industrial, and 
governmental energy users in northern Illinois.  As you know, for nearly a decade REACT has 
been an active participant before the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission”), as well as 
other forums such as the Energy Efficiency Stakeholder Advisory Group and the Illinois Energy 
Roadmap project.  REACT consistently has advocated for fair and accurate cost allocation, 
practical approaches to large energy user energy efficiency, and fair and equitable treatment of 
the largest energy users in Illinois, who are among the largest economic contributors and 
employers in the state.  
 
REACT applauds the Commission for advancing the NextGrid initiative.  NextGrid offers an 
opportunity for thoughtful and coordinated study of a variety of issues affecting the electricity 
markets in the state and the region, with consideration not only of the needs for a reliable and 
secure system, but also broader rate and system planning issues, to maximize the economic 
development and technological innovation.  NextGrid also provides the Commission with an 
opportunity to explore innovative alternatives to “business as usual” in Illinois energy regulation, 
planning, and policy.  REACT encourages the Commission to use NextGrid as an opportunity to 
examine these issues deeply and think creatively about ways to unlock new economic engines for 
Illinois energy consumers. 
 
With that background, and understanding that the NextGrid process will become more focused in 
the coming months, REACT offers the following initial comments on the substance and scope of 
NextGrid:    
 
The Largest Customers Have Valuable Experience With Many NextGrid-related Topics:  As 
large, sophisticated energy customers, the over 10 MW customer class members have 
considerable experience with many of the subjects that will be studied in one form or fashion 
during NextGrid -- for example, competitive energy markets and energy market dynamics, on-
site generation, demand response, energy efficiency, real-time pricing, advanced energy usage 
analysis, micro-grid concepts, cyber-security, and similar items.  Further, as large employers and 
bedrock contributors to their community economies and the economy of the State as a whole, it 
is critical that the large energy customer perspective be recognized as an important voice in this 
process. 
 
Certain Rate Design Issues Affecting Large Customers Should Be Studied:  NextGrid provides a 
potentially productive forum for consideration of various matters of particular concern to over 10 
MW energy customers, including, without limitation: utility rate design; the need for accurate 



cost allocation in rate design; study methodologies to achieve accurate rate design; peak load 
contribution issues; weather normalization issues; line loss issues; and appropriate financial 
recognition of the value over 10 MW customers provide to the overall utility system.  
 
The NextGrid Facilitator Should Have Hands-on Experience Working With Over 10 MW 
Customers:  The NextGrid facilitator should have experience working with the largest energy 
customers.  The facilitator should have demonstrated ability to analyze energy issues from the 
very large customer perspective.  To the extent that the facilitator lacks that experience, a 
specific consultant with such experience should be brought on as an adjunct facilitator. 
 
REACT looks forward to the opportunity to work with the Commission, Staff, the NextGrid 
facilitator, and other stakeholders as the NextGrid process unfolds.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have questions or would like to discuss anything.   
 
Thank you. 
 
Chris 
 
Christopher N. Skey 
CLARK HILL PLC                                     
130 East Randolph Street | Suite 3900 | Chicago, Illinois 60601 
312.517.7515 (direct) | 847.567.2157 (cell) | 312.517.7585 (fax) 
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